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DeDicateD 

WITH  SINCERE  FRIENDSHIP  AND  ESTEEM 
TO  THE   CHIEF  RABBI, 

THE    REV.   DR.    H.   ABLER. 


THE  STUDY  OF  THE  TALMUD. 


MY  DEAR  FRIENDS, 

Before  we  commence  the  proceedings 
of  the  D"£?Pl  DVD  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  in- 
form you  that  I  have  purposely  arranged 
for  the  DVD  to  take  place  this  evening, 
the  &MmK»  of  the  late  Chief  Rabbi 

V'VT  ^i«  jro  w  pawn  :nn,  because 

the  Talmud  Classes  of  this  Bm&n  JV3 
owe  their  existence  to  the  late  31 
TtfT.  It  was  he  who  suggested  and 
promoted  the  establishment  of  these 
Classes  with  great  zeal  and  vivid  interest, 
and  he  was  extremely  anxious  for  their 
success.  It  was  on  POI^n,  twenty -two 
years  ago,  that  we  made  here,  in  this 


2116433 


very  place,  a  DVD  of  Hllll,  the  first 
Treatise  of  the  Talmud.  It  took  place 
on  a  Sunday  evening,  and  the  present 
Chief  Rabbi  V'J  apologised  then  for  the 
absence  of  his  late  father,  the  7"¥T  11, 
that,  having  preached  on  that  Sunday 
afternoon  in  the  Maiden  Lane  Synagogue, 
he  felt  too  fatigued  to  attend.  How 
pleased  he  would  have  been,  had  he 
lived,  to  be  present  at  the  D"B71  DVD  this 
evening  and  see  that  what  he  so  earnestly 
promoted  had  borne  the  fruit  of  success. 

My  Friends,  I  need  hardly  assure 
you  how  truly  pleased  I  am  to  have 
reached  this  day  on  which  it  is  my 
privilege  to  conclude  the  Talmudical 
Treatise,  nt),  with  which  we  complete 
the  study  of  the  whole  of  D"E>.  I  cannot 
tell  you  how  deeply  thankful  I  feel  to 
Almighty  God  for  the  grace  and  good- 
ness vouchsafed  to  me,  in  having  pre- 
served my  life  and  enabled  me  to 


celebrate  this  most  important  event,  the 
TPttn  DVD,  the  conclusion  of  all  the  volumes 
which  comprise  what  has  been  meta- 
phorically termed  "flO/HPI  D\  the  ocean 
of  learning-.  Indeed,  I  look  upon  this  day 
as  a  red-letter  day  in  the  history  of  my 
life,  for  although  I  have  read  over  and 
over  again  the  greater  part  of  D"E>  yet 
it  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  gone 
entirely  through  the  Talmud,  page  by 
page,  from  JTDI!}  to  the  end  of  HIJ  in 
the  company  of  many  competent  Tal- 
mudists,  both  here  in  this  BTJDPl  JV3, 
and  at  the  D"^  miFl  at  Bayswater. 

My  Friends,  it  has  been  my  custom  at 
the  DVD  of  some  of  the  largest  Treatises 
to  write  a  sketch  of  their  contents,  several 
of  which  have  been  published.  But  I 
have  not  done  so  on  this  occasion,  and 
for  this  obvious  reason.  You  will  agree 
with  me  that  it  is  by  no  means  an  easy 
task  to  give  a  long  and  proper  abstract 


of  the  whole  of  D"t?.  I  need  not  tell  you, 
as  you  know  it  as  well  as  I  do,  that  the 
word  D"fc?  is  formed  of  the  initials  of  the 
words  D^TlD  T\WW  six  orders  or  sections 
into  which  the  PUEW5  is  divided,  namely, 
first,  D*$nT  which  begins  with  HITO,  deal- 
ing with  the  laws  concerning  the  reading 
of  the  JW,  the  various  blessings  and  the 
prayers  in  general,  and  then  proceeding 
to  treat  in  detail  of  the  commandments 
pertaining  to  the  land  and  its  produce. 

The  second  is  "IJflib,  in  which  are  laid 
down  all  laws  in  regard  to  the  proper 
observance  of  the  Sabbath  and  festivals. 

The  third  is  D'BO,  which  discusses 
the  laws  of  marriage  and  divorce. 


The   fourth   is  |*p*W,  which   treats  of 
civil  and  criminal  law. 

The  fifth  is  D'BHp,  which  deals  with 
laws  and  regulations  relative  to  sacrifices. 


And  the  sixth  is  rVTVlb,  which  dilates 
on  the  laws  of  purification. 

These  six  orders  or  sections  are  again 
subdivided  into  63  Treatises.  Commen- 
ting1 on  these  are  36  Talmudical  Trea- 
tises, containing  about  2,714  folio  leaves, 
or  5,428  pages.  To  give  a  complete 
and  comprehensive  outline  of  all  the 
subjects  discussed  in  this  colossal  work 
would  indeed  require  more  time  than  I 
could  possibly  spare.  Such  a  task  would 
have  greatly  interfered  with  my  numerous 
and  manifold  official  duties ;  and  in  addi- 
tion to  this  reason  I  may  also  mention 
that  the  trouble  I  unfortunately  have 
lately  gone  through,  and  the  weak  state 
of  my  health  have  rendered  it  difficult 
for  me  to  bestow  on  such  an  undertaking 
the  concentration  of  thought  and  atten- 
tion that  it  necessarily  demands. 

Now,  although    I   could  not  write   a 
sketch  of  the  whole  D"fc?  for  the  reasons 
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mentioned,  yet  I  could  well  have  written 
one  of  rnj,  the  last  Treatise  of  D"6?. 
But  I  have  not  done  so,  because  I 
thought,  and  you  will  readily  concur 
with  me,  that  the  subject  dealt  with  in 
this  Treatise  is  of  such  a  nature,  as  its 
very  name  indicates,  that  it  would  not 
be  suitable  nor  appropriate  to  read  a 
sketch  of  this  kind  to  the  general  public. 

I  will,  however,  quote  here  just  a 
few  sayings  which  are  incidentally  re- 
ferred to  in  this  Treatise,  and  which 
I  think  you  will  find  interesting  and 
instructive. 

Page  13. 
HB7  I1?  TON  DVH  YiT  h&  JYflblK  "p 

TOK  nnfih  *  *p  HP?  if?  TOK 
:  naijn  */?ini  ry 

"  Such  is  the  way  of  man's  evil 
inclinations.  One  day  it  says  to  him,  Do 
this,  another  day  it  says,  Do  that.  If 


he  gives  way,  it  will  subsequently  entice 
him  to  worship  idols  and  he  will  yield." 

Page  1  6. 

D^n  •  e^n  ix  Taj  ^  v/nn  na  IT  nsb 
tfS  p'nx  IN  jfljn  iWi  *  'ty  IK  *wy  *  B>S&  IN* 
pn  D 


"  Before  man  is  created  it  is  ordained 
by  the  Creator  what  he  is  to  be,  whether 
strong  or  feeble,  wise  or  simple,  rich  or 
poor,  but  whether  righteous  or  wicked  is 
not  ordained  ;  this  is  left  to  man's  free 
will." 

Page  31. 

K  ra:)  *  ITI  1*03  «3  oSin  IDT  NI 


"  A  boy  comes  into  the  world  with  a 
loaf  of  bread  in  his  hand,  but  a  girl 
brings  nothing  with  her." 

I  think  the  Talmud  herein  indicates 
that  man  should  be  the  breadwinner  and 


endeavour  to  maintain  his  wife  and 
family,  whilst  it  is  the  duty  of  a  woman 
to  look  carefully  after  her  household. 

Page  31. 

:  my  tap  STN  pao  my  rtap  WK 

"  The  voice  of  woman  is  pleasanter 
than  that  of  man." 

Page  45. 

j  ^*«aD  nnv  WKa  nw  nn  rrapn  jro 

"  Woman  possesses  more  discernment 
than  man." 

It  is  well  known  that  women  are 
more  receptive  than  men.  Some  com- 
mentaries explain  this  to  mean  that 
women's  intelligence  matures  at  an 
earlier  age  than  that  of  man. 

Page  65. 


"  When  a  man  loses  his  teeth  on 
account  of  old  age,  his  food  becomes 
diminished."  That  is  to  say,  he  can  no 
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longer  follow  his  calling  as  he  did  in  his 
younger  days,  and  consequently  he  is 
unable  to  earn  a  sufficient  livelihood. 
(See  *'Vh,  ibid.  K'^ITTO.)  But  I  think 
this  saying  may  be  based  on  the  passage 
in  rbnp,  chapter  xii.,  viz.  :—  nWFlton  iSb^ 
:  ItD^fi  ^  "  The  grinders  stand  idle  be- 
cause they  are  few,"  referring  to  old  age. 

Page  69. 


jrvi 

"  What  shall  a  man  do  in  order  to 
become  wise  ?  He  should  increase  his 
studies  and  devote  less  time  to  worldly 
affairs."  "What  shall  a  man  do  in  order 
to  become  rich?  He  should  be  very 
diligent,  and  honest  and  straightforward 
in  his  dealings." 

Returning  to  the  subject  proper  dealt 
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with  in  this  Treatise,  which  is  divided 
into  ten  chapters,  I  have  but  to  say,  that 
in  discussing  the  laws  of  purification  in 
all  its  details,  the  Doctors  of  the  Talmud 
manifest  in  this  volume  a  vast  and  pro- 
found knowledge  of  anatomy,  and  indeed 
even  medical  students  of  the  present  day 
would  do  well  if  they  made  the  Talmud 
an  essential  part  of  their  studies.  They 
would  draw  therefrom  most  useful  instruc- 
tion in  medical  and  surgical  science. 

The  Talmud,  as  a  whole,  does  not  only 
give  us  elaborate  and  correct  explana- 
tions and  interpretations  of  the  written 
law,  irOlfc?  miH,  in  the  true  spirit  of  the 
oral  law  fi'yi'B^  min,  without  which  we 
could  not  possibly  discharge  our  religious 
duties  to  God  and  men  properly — the 
Talmud  does  not  only  impress  upon  us 
sound  morality  and  strict  honesty  and 
integrity,  but  it  likewise  covers  a  wide 
field  of  all  branches  of  knowledge.  It 
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treats,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  jurispru- 
dence, logic,  ethics,  botany,  medicine, 
anatomy,  astronomy,  and  geometry.  In 
fact  all  modern  Talmudical  scholars  look 
upon  the  Talmud  as  an  encyclopaedia  of 
wisdom  and  learning. 

But  I  deeply  regret  to  have  to  say  that 
the  study  of  the  Talmud  is  almost  entirely 
neglected  by  our  English  co-religionists. 
This  most  important  and  interesting  work 
is,  alas,  to  most  of  them  a  sealed  book. 
The  famous  Soloman  Plessner,  in  his 
Treatise,  Die  Autoritat  der  Judischen 
Tradition  slehre,  quotes  a  host  of  renowned 
non-Jewish  authors,  who  speak  of  the 
Talmud  and  Rabbinical  writings  in 
general  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise 
and  admiration.  I  will  not  weary  you 
by  quoting  all  the  great  authors  he  men- 
tions, but  I  will  draw  your  attention  to 
at  least  one  well-known  learned  writer, 
John  Buxtorf. 


H 

He  says : — "  The  learned  books  of  the 
Jewish  sages  have  always  been  and  are 
still  of  the  greatest  value  and  advantage 
to  Biblical  students.  By  the  teachings  of 
these  erudite  Rabbis  we  can  better  under- 
stand the  holy  books  of  Moses  and  the 
Prophets.  All  scholars,  both  ancient  and 
modern,  testify,  that  only  by  means  of 
studying  the  Rabbinical  works  they 
were  able  to  explain  and  expound  many 
obscure  and  difficult  passages  of  the  Bible. 

"The  Talmud,"  Buxtorf  continues,  "is 
a  large  and  masterly  work,  it  is  a  treasury 
of  wisdom  and  learning,  compiled  by 
many  and  various  Rabbis,  great  and  pro- 
found scholars.  It  covers  a  wide  range 
of  rare  knowledge.  It  teaches  in  a  most 
able,  perfect  and  comprehensive  manner 
all  the  civil  and  canonical  laws  of  Judaism, 
so  that  Israel  could  be  happy  and  pros- 
perous if  they  lived  in  accordance  with 
those  statutes." 
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My  Friends,  in  conclusion  I  venture  to 
express  the  hope,  that  with  the  DVD  of 
D"fe?  this  day  there  will  be  a  real  Pprtfin, 
a  real  good  beginning,  that  my  English 
co-religionists  will  begin  to  study  the 
Talmud  and  Rabbinical  literature  in 
general,  and  that  you,  my  friends,  will 
henceforth  attend  here  regularly  and  in 
large  numbers,  and  will  also  induce  others 
to  accompany  you. 

May  the  words  of  the  prophet  Amos 
(viii.  n)  speedily  be  realised: 


N  'n  D*O  D»«a  D»&»  run 


:  'n  nm  nx 

"  Behold  the  days  will  come,  saith  the 
Lord  God,  that  I  will  send  a  famine  in 
the  land,  not  a  famine  of  bread,  nor  a 
thirst  for  water,  but  of  hearing  the  word 
of  God." 


WERTHtlMER,  LEA  &  CO.,  Circus  Place,  London  Wall,  E.G. 


